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Managua, Nicaragua

General Step-by-Step Process:
1) Choose an AABB-accredited lab to perform the exam:  http://www.aabb.org/Content/Accreditation/Parentage_Testing_Accreditation_Program/AABB_Accredited_Parentage_Testing_Laboratories.  
2) Make arrangements to pay for the test directly with the laboratory.  Ask the laboratory to send the kit to the U.S. Embassy in Nicaragua:


c/o Consular Section

U.S. Embassy – Managua

Km. 5 ½ C. Sur

Managua, Nicaragua
It should take from four to seven days for this kit to arrive in our offices.
3) DNA Swab Collection in Nicaragua.  When the kit arrives at the U.S. Embassy, our office will authorize a panel physician in Nicaragua to take the sample(s).  (We will designate one of the three panel physicians listed on our website: http://nicaragua.usembassy.gov/panel_physicians_in_nicaragua.html.)  The physician’s office will contact the applicant(s) directly to set up an appointment.  Your only fee at the office should be for swab collection.  Those submitting DNA samples should take copies of their passports and a 2” x 2” passport photo.  When the sample is collected, it will be sent the same day, via express mail, to the AABB-approved laboratory in the United States.
4) DNA Swab Collection in the United States.  If swab collection is necessary in the United States, the AABB-accredited laboratory will provide details regarding this process.   Those submitting DNA samples should take copies of their passports or other identification documents and a 2” x 2” passport photo.
5) The AABB-accredited laboratory should have the results of the exam about one to two weeks after receiving the DNA samples.  The laboratory will mail the final results directly to the U.S. Embassy in Nicaragua.
6) The Consular Section will contact you to review the results of the exam within one week of receiving the results from the AABB-accredited laboratory. 

 Please keep in mind that this entire process can take from one to two months.  Testing fees generally range from $500.00 to $1,000.00 USD.  More information about DNA testing can be found on the State Department website: http://travel.state.gov/visa/immigrants/info/info_1337.html. 
